
 

 

         June 10th, 2020 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 
Changes once again!!!  Does this surprise you? 
As you can see, every time I send out a letter outlining the directives of the diocese, it seems 
that within 48 hours, the diocese changes their mind, and that is the reason for this current 
letter.  In my letter of June 8th, I announced that the diocese had given pastors permission to 
resume weekday masses effective June 9th provided that the guidelines outlined by the health 
and government were followed, but Sunday masses, however, were not allowed. 
 
Last night, at approximately 5:00 pm, I received notification from the diocese, that Sunday mass 
can resume this weekend, June 13th & 14th, provided that the established guidelines and 
directives were followed.  Consequently, this weekend we will resume our usual Sunday 
schedule:  Saturday 5:30pm, and Sunday at 8:00am & 10:00am. 
 
As I previously mentioned, there are changes: 
 -no Entrance  or Recessional procession 
 -no Offertory Procession 
 -no Greeting of Peace 
 -limited singing 
 -masks must be worn 
 -sanitizer must be used upon entering the church 
 -seating and dismissal will be under the supervision of the ushers 
 -the reception of communion will be under the supervision of the ushers 
  -no altar servers 
 -no Eucharistic Ministers 
 - etc., etc., etc. 
 
All these changes require a disruption from the way we used to do things and an 
implementation of new procedures.  This is the reason why I asked our current ushers contact 
me to indicate if they would be attending mass when Sunday mass would be permitted.  Their 
ushering responsibilities would require them to arrive early for mass and stay a little longer at 
the conclusion of mass so that we would be able to observe the established directives. 
 
Unfortunately, very few parishioners responded to my appeal for ushers.  Initially I thought that 
5 ushers would be needed for each mass.  Upon further thought and discussion, I now believe 
that 3 ushers should be able to handle the new protocol.  As I write this letter, Jane is in the 
process of trying to secure the necessary number of ushers for each mass. For us, “Ushers are 
essential workers!” 
 
In order to follow the directives, 3 ushers must be in the church before we can open the doors. 
This is to prevent people sitting in places that will not allow for social distancing.  Since each 
person must be directed to a specific seat, this is going to require a few extra minutes of time to 



 

 

accommodate those wishing to attend mass.  In order to do so, if you normally arrive at the last 
minute or just a minute or two before mass, please try to arrive a few minutes earlier.  If you 
arrive late, your seating will result in a distraction for the rest of the congregation.  Please make 
every effort to be on time   All ushers will be wearing a name tag, please follow their directions. 
 
I realize, all this disruption can be very frustrating and annoying for you, but they are also to me 
as well.  Hopefully all these changes will only be necessary for a short time longer 
 
Until further notice, Cardinal Dolan has lifted the obligation to attend mass.  Please use 
common sense.  If your health is a bit compromised for whatever reason [age, illness, 
preexisting health issues etc.], as well as those who are fearful to venture to public places, 
please stay at home and take advantage of the masses that can be seen on television or the 
internet. 
 
Hopefully, between now and Saturday/Sunday, no additional changes will occur.  
Unfortunately, based upon previous experiences the only thing that we can be certain about is 
that nothing is certain! 
 
Wishing you God’s blessings,  
Fr. Gus 

 
P.S.  Flocknotes is the best way to stay informed of all matters pertaining to parish events etc.  
If you are not enrolled in Flocknotes, I strongly encourage you to do so.  All you have to do is 
contact the Parish Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


